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"Ta lent ,  not  gender ,  i s  what  shou ld  de f ine  you  in  the  wor ld  o f  a r t , "  a f f i rmed Her  

Exce l lency  Noura  b in t  Mohammed A l  Kaab i ,  Min i s te r  o f  Cu l tu re  and  Knowledge 

Deve lopment  o f  the  Un i ted  Arab  Emi ra tes .  And i t  i s  t a lent  wh ich  i s  the  common 

denominator  among some.  One  o f  the  most  impor tant  and  in f luent i a l  cu ra tor s  on  an  

in te rnat iona l  l eve l  i s  She ikha  Hoor  A l  Qas imi ,  P res ident  and  Di rec tor  o f  Shar j ah  Ar t  

Foundat ion ,  who ,  a t  j us t  22  year s  o ld ,  took  on  the  d i rec t ion  o f  the  B ienn ia l  o f  Shar j ah .  She  

a l so  founded the  Shar j ah  Ar t  Foundat ion  in  2009 ,  th rough  wh ich  numerous  ac t i v i t i es  

cont r ibuted  to  t rans fo rming  the  a r t i s t i c  scene  o f  the  Emi ra tes  i n to  a  power fu l  nexus  and  

incubator  o f  ideas .  Meanwhi le ,  he r  co l league ,  Mana l  Ataya ,  D i rec tor -Genera l  o f  the  

Shar j ah  Museums  Author i t y ,  i s  i n  cha rge  o f  the  overa l l  management  o f  17  museums  and  

the  s t ra teg ic  deve lopment  o f  fu tu re  museum pro jec t s .  And the  a r t  d i s t r i c t ,  A l se rka l  



Avenue ,  i s  a l so  in  the  hands  o f  a  woman,  V i lma  Jurkute .  B r i t a in ' s  Anton ia  Carver ,  once  

d i rec tor  o f  Ar t  Duba i ,  now in  charge  o f  Ar t  Jamee l .  And there  a re  topf l ight  a r t i s t s  as  we l l ,  

l i ke  Sha ikha  A l  Maz rou  and  S a r a h  A l m e h a i r i ,  and  the  number  o f  fema le  a r t i s t s  i s  a l so  

su re l y  des t ined  to  inc rease .  
 
 


