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Emdash Award 2011: Winner Announced

Frieze Art Fair is delighted to announce that the winner of the Emdash Award 2011 is the video and 
performance artist Anahita Razmi, who is based in Stuttgart. Razmi’s previous works have dealt with issues 
concerning identity and gender, employing objects with a national and cultural significance or citing the 
work of high-profile female artists. Her winning proposal combines both of these features of her work 
and was selected from over 550 applications by artists from all over the world. The shortlist included 
entries from Australia, Costa Rica, Croatia, France, Germany, India, Israel, The Netherlands, New Zealand, 
Singapore, Spain, Sweden and the USA.

For Frieze Art Fair 2011, sponsored for the eighth year by Deutsche Bank, Razmi will present a new 
commission that intends to draw attention to how Tehran’s skyline was recently used by protestors after the 
Iranian presidential election. She will use choreographer Trisha Brown’s 1971 work Roof Piece, which took 
place on 12 different rooftops over a ten-block area in downtown New York, as its point of departure. The 
work will be presented as a video installation at Frieze Art Fair. 

The Emdash Award allows an emerging artist based outside the UK to realise a major project at Frieze Art 
Fair as part of the critically acclaimed Frieze Projects programme. Sarah McCrory, curator of Frieze Projects, 
commenting on the announcement said: ‘Anahita Razmi’s unique proposal references a seminal work by 
Trisha Brown, a work which is 40 years old this year. Razmi’s recontextualisation adds a new dimension to 
the piece which is at once provocative, insightful and timely.’

The Emdash Award is supported by the Emdash Foundation, a private foundation with a mission to support 
new ideas and emerging talent across disciplines, from the arts and cultural projects to science. Andrea 
Dibelius, Founder of Emdash said: ‘Emdash is delighted that the selection panel has named Anahita Razmi 
as the winner of the 2011 Emdash Award. Her proposal was selected from amongst 579 applications of 
highest quality.  Razmi’s art embodies the principles of the Foundation in an exemplary way: thought 
provoking, supporting new ideas, and allowing for reflection, while focusing on a very topical issue of our 
times.’

In 2011, Gasworks, London’s outstanding complex of artists’ studios, will once again host the award’s 
residency.

Razmi studied at Akademie für Bildende Künste, Stuttgart; Pratt Institute, New York; and Bauhaus-
Universität Weimar.  Selected shows and projects from 2011 include: Videonale 13, Kunstmuseum Bonn; 
‘Division by Zero’, Carbon12, Dubai; ‘Make - Believe – Remake’, Kunstverein Friedrichshafen.
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Editors’ Notes

The selection committee for The Emdash Award 2011 comprises: Andrea Dibelius, Emdash Foundation; 
Rowan Geddis, Residencies Co-ordinator, Gasworks; Simon Martin, Artist; Sarah McCrory, Curator, Frieze 
Foundation; Janneke de Vries, Director, GAK Gesellschaft für Aktuelle Kunst; Amelie von Wedel, Emdash 
Foundation.

The Emdash Award is an extraordinary opportunity for artists to realise a major new work at Frieze Art Fair 
as part of Frieze Projects. Works may be site-specific installations, performance, film, video or print. The 
award provides production costs of up to £10,000, an artist’s fee of £1,000, and a three-month residency 
at Gasworks from August to October 2011, including accommodation, per-diems and travel expenses. 
The award is open to non-UK-based artists within five years of graduating from an undergraduate or 
postgraduate degree, or under 35 years of age.

Founded in 2010, Emdash is a private, charitable foundation with a mission to support a wide range of 
projects across disciplines, from the arts and cultural projects to science, creating a platform to rethink and 
reconsider prevailing beliefs. The Emdash Award and the support of Frieze Projects is the starting point of 
Emdash’s commitment to promoting new ideas and emerging talent.
The Foundation’s name is derived from the “em dash”, a dash one em long, which is used to introduce an 
afterthought or reflect upon an idea or statement. Just like the em dash, the Foundation facilitates new 
ideas, new impulses and new thoughts.

Gasworks is a contemporary arts organisation in South London housing 12 artists’ studios and presenting a 
programme of exhibitions, residencies, international fellowships and educational projects.
Frieze Art Fair takes place from 13-16 October 2011 in Regent’s Park, London. Frieze Art Fair is the UK’s 
largest art fair and one of the leading contemporary art fairs in the world.
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