WOMEN

Nodine Knoteer

A CONVERSATION AND COLLABORATION WITH
NADINE KNOTZER AND SARA RAHBAR

As it happens, Nadine Knoteer co-founder of Carbos 12, a dynsmic

i gallery that stands for everything in name and artistic expression.
bas mot 0o Jong ago. Sara is a spirited artist working
in highly charged mixed media, exploring and reworking unlikely
signs and symbuls that span generations and cultures, forcing us
all o comemplate the varying valses of existence and acoeplance
fmposed o our woelds. Inthece years time, Sara, Nadine, and Carbon

12 have developed a deep and inspiri Hlstrating the
gound poseatial thal the reg)

mdumpur‘r\ ant and design scee. Here they et mgal e

artist is lerist about the vision behind work

and how they're both Jooking 1o the future for good

Nudine Knotzer: Your work tells a story, from your process to
your choice of known material like the flag aid veil, to the deep
meanings and rich histories that you draw up. Tell me, what's
your story Sara?

Sara Rahbar: My life. My work is a dircct reflection of my life.
The wark is an catcome of the way that [ sce the workd around me,
through personalined and very intimate filters that belong anly to
me. What ever is going on inside me. comes through in the work,

NK: Why did you become an artist?

SR 1 didn't comsciously choose 10 become an artast, it was very
natural and instinctual process, o lot like skecping. You don't think
bt it, you jast doit. Making things isn't soenething that | choase
1o b, s somethang | have 1o do, 18 is my way of surviving in the
workd around me. | can't imagine doing anyihing clse.

NE: What were the first sparks of inspiration for you?
SR: I've been making things since | was five yesrs old. | never
thought about, [ just did it.

NK: Haw does traveling impact your work?
SR: Whert ever L amm, L am imenenscly effected by my surmousdings
nd emvismnments.

NK: Each of your Flags from your Flags series takes on its own
iddentity, is dressed in @ certain way unique cnly (o that very fag.
Is amy one flag representative of your awn Identity?

SR | pever choose to talk about my idestity. The first flag just
bappened very natusally, without specific planming, or much thought.
1 just had to do it. [t was u very aggressive and strong image that
came to ne and | just went with it And after 3 few flags, the work
toak on a life of its own, a world of its own.

INK: Whit is the main drive behind your wark?

SR: 1| make work because It saves me from myself somehasw. My
5 4 very overwhelnsing place to be, and the work is my release,
iy savior, my sanity. | resolve a lot through the work. its my therapy
i way, The wosk is about me and the way that T view myself, my
life. and the workd arund rme.

NK: II;w weren't an artist what woulkd you be doing right
mow?
SR: [ can't image doing anything elie other than this.

wext for you?

with you, Carbos |2, Ar Dubai with Carbon 12, An
Calogne with Carbon 12, and a solo at Galerie Suzanse Tamsive,
And we're working on sy second boak tagether, «Restless Vinlences,
which will be out just in time for the opening of the show, on
March [91h. The book will focus on my two newest series, War
and Confessions of a Sinner,

NK: We've been working with you since we started Carbon 12
i [t's boen an amazing adventure, You are a very Inspiring
artist and | coubdn’t image the gallery withoat you, You've shown
s new workd of contemporary art, strong works full of paln,
power amd poems, What has been the defining menmsent thus
Far for you?

SR: No-defining moments. It is 5 Jong and bumpy ride, 8 process,
lifee, with plonty of learning, growing and transforming,

NK: Your biggest accomplishment then?

SR: 1 Jook ot the bigger pictare, things as a whole and how they
picce together along the way, fike a long chain. [ don’t really think
of amazirig defining moments and sccomplishments, its not about
that for me. Accomplishments don't neally eross my mind. Yes, |
have goals, but iis more sbout & persanal, imtimate sruggle with
myself and the work. There is always 3 wrestling masch going on
in my mind. And it i more about that. mans than anyibing else. [t
is always aboul the next plece that 1 will make, the pext thought,
he mext idea Tcan't tell you ho [ fecl when 1 get a new hdes and
Twanch it come o life before me. What an incredible feeing. a high,
an incredible sense of happiness and fulfiliment. | am happy to be
wosking with people that 1 lave, respect, trast and work amaringly
with. | am hapgy 1o be doing what I love and live for, and to be
able 10 support myself through . 1 am etermnally graseful for that,

aw 1 allows fully and pletely on the
work. 1 am very happy to just have my work, | really don't knovw
what | would do with myself if 1 couldn’t do this.

NK: Whe or what his heen your greatest influcnce?
& is an endless inspiration. As bong as 1 am alive, | am
inBuenced. The editing 15 the hard part

NK: Wha are your favordte artists and designers?

i oot a big “favorites” kind of 8 person becaiise everydsy
hisgs ch for me. § T rell you today is only temp
andd ||ml|w|m Plus | have been blessed with a really b&lm\unl’)
s 1 always leave someone out. Bat IF | hid to name a few, George
Segal, John hacl Basquait, Forough Farokhead. the Chapenan
Brothers, Francis Bacon, Roben Rawschenberg. Lowis Bourgeois,
Alexasder McQueen, Sylvia Plath, John Galliano, Richard Serra,
Kiki Smith... The list goes on and on and every moment there i a
new discovery,

NK: I'm Impressed with the way that conlemporary art and
design is being received in the UAE and greater Middle East.
How do you feel abou sudden artistic evolution?

SR Iis about e, don' you think? I8 is 2 preat start snd | sm very happy.
But we il have 3 Bong way o go. Bt s a process not an end resalt and we stll

bave a lot
of growisg
ndleaming
10 do.

NK: hove
the urt scene
in Db, and
1am proud 1o
e a part of

s our aim to
see il growing bigaer
and better, It woald
e reait i we had a mere museums, more collectors, more artists
living and working fram here, art crities, writers, school trips to
galleries, government funded art projects. What is your biggest
eriticism of the cusrent state of contemporary art and design in
the UAE?

SK: That the focus i nd
else.

tags, more 50, th hi

NK: What kind of pawer da you see artists having?

SR: Unlimited. It really abowt where we wam b0 take the conversation

aexd how big we want 80 play. | think that on very inportant factor

et is that we doa't mabe this an elitst game and that we widea
Art s & very powerdul and beautiful

it should be shared.

NK: What arc you looking forward 1o most this Art Weeh, Art
Db, andl Dhesign Days Dubai?
SR: 1 am looking forwand tn secing lots of great art, showing my
v wark and spending time wilh iy thres favorite peopde, you,
Koarash Nouri and Ramin Salsli

arban 12 Dubial, A1 ques 1. street & Akl svense, Warcheuse 107, B0,
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