I[ranian Artist Sara Rahbar's Textile Revolution
(11.10.2010)

This year, rabid American patriots have armed
themselves with everything from fire to crowbars.
Luckily for us, Sara Rahbar has so far managed to
evade their seamrippers. The Tehran-born artist,
who grew up in Queens, NY, patches together
evocative American flags from a pile of weapons,
Persian textiles, even Shiite self-flagellation whips.
Orientalizing, indeed. But that doesn’t mean it's
anti-American.

The flags were born of Rahbar’s twin identities
as an Iranian and an American—which everyone
knows go together just like cheddar cheese

and apple pie! She currently splits her time
between Iran and NYC, where she also works on
photography projects.

"l don't want to be a fly-by-night artist, recognized
by curators because my country’s on fire. That's a
terrible thought,” Rahbar told Guernica magazine
in June. "My work is foremost about the human
desire to belong; it is not a statement about
growing up Iranian-American.”

Caption:

“"What ever we had to lose we lost, and in a
moonless sky we marched, Flag #41." Sarah
Rahbar, 2009

“"Memories without Recollection, Flag #19.” Sarah
Rahbar, 2008.

http://www.artfacts.net/en/institution/carbon-12-
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